The Church of No Return

By Charles Stambaugh 1973

There once was a church called “The Church of No Return”. This church was like a
traveler going to the “Promise Land”. The road upon which they were traveling was called “The

Road of Spiritual Growth”.

“The Church of No Return” was making great progress on “The Road of Spiritual
Growth”. But they soon came to a fork in the road which caused them to stop. “The Road of
Spiritual Growth” went straight and became narrow and few travelers seemed to be taking it.
(Because strait is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life and few there be that

find it. Mat 7:14)

The youth of “The Church of No Return” pointed out that ahead was a mountain called,
“The Mountain of Persecution”, which “The Road of Spiritual Growth” went straight up. This
was because the world was turning more and more from God. “The Mountain of Persecution”
was becoming harder and harder to climb. For this reason the youth of “The Church of No
Return” were afraid to continue on “The Road of Spiritual Growth” and to climb “The Mountain

of Persecution”.

(It is to be noted that each succeeding one that comes to “The Mountain of Persecution”
will be more afraid to climb it. But how rejoicing will be the few that do climb! For their reward
will be far beyond man’s comprehension! (But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that
love Him. | Cor. 2:9))

But woe was “The Church of No Return” for it has decided to take “The Road of Worldly
Concepts” which goes around “The Mountain of Persecution”. “Why not take “The Road of
Worldly Concepts”? After all it is wide and many travelers seem to be taking it!” said “The
Church of No Return”. (.. for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many there be which go in there at. Matt 7:13) “Besides, we can go back to the “The Road

of Spiritual Growth” if we don’t like it this way.”



“The Road of Worldly Concepts” seemed to have many sharp curves which caused many
other travelers to crash. The scenery along “The Road of Worldly Concepts” became more and
more ugly and more destruction was encountered. This did not bother “The Church of No

Return” because its people thought they were going in the right direction.

But soon, “The Road of Worldly Concepts” started getting muddy and finally “The Church
of No Return” got stuck. The eyes of the leaders of “The Church of No Return” were finally
opened. “This is not the way we wanted to go!” the leaders said. “We have been deceived by

our own people! For our people really wanted worldly concepts and not spiritual concepts!”

So the leaders of “The Church of No Return” decided to push their church out of the mud
and find the path that led back to “The Road of Spiritual Growth”. But ahead of them once lay a
bridge called “The Bridge of God’s Will”, which connected man with God. However, the enemies
of God had used SIN to blow up “The Bridge of God’s Will”. As a result whoever traveled “The
Road of Worldly Concepts” would soon plunged off “The Cliffs of Worldly Doctrines” and into
“The Lake of Fire” where they burn forever and ever. (And whosoever was not found written in

the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Rev 20:15)

The leaders of “The Church of No Return” kept pushing the church towards “The Road of
Spiritual Growth” but at the same time, the same people, who wanted to go on “The Road of
Worldly Concepts”, were steering “The Church of No Return” right towards “The Cliffs of Worldly
Doctrines”. So instead of getting closer to “The Road of Spiritual Growth”, “The Church of No
Return” was getting closer to “The Lake of Fire”. The leaders not realizing this, kept pushing

“The Church of No Return”.

Then, with a great terrified cry, “The Church of No Return” plunged right off “The Road

of Worldly Concepts” and right into “The Lake of Fire”, where it burned forever and ever.

Woe to “The Church of No Return” for its leaders tried to help it. But is leaders forgot
one important thing... changing the attitude of their people. For it was the people’s attitudes

which steered “The Church of No Return” right off “The Cliffs of Worldly Doctrines”.



What the leaders should have down was to ask “The Lord of Lord’s” to change their
people’s attitude. For if the people’s attitude soon did not change then the leaders should of left
“The Church of No Return” because the farther the leaders pushed “The Church of No Return”

the closer it came to being “The Church Of No Return”.

Thou blind Pharisees cleanse first that which is within the cups and plates, that the

outside of them may be clean also. Matt 23:26
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